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Cutting greenhouse gas emissions — and jobs and profits.

Does the aluminum maker’s trivial cutting of greenhouse gas
emissions really offset the cutting of 15,200 jobs?

Alcoa announced the layoff of 15,200 workers in January 2009 — about 15 percent of its
global workforce. (1) Alcoa then boasted that its “operational excellence” reduced its
greenhouse gas emissions by 3 percent from 2007 to 2008 — avoiding less than 0.005%
of atmospheric CO2 accumulation. (2) Although he must know that Alcoa’s profitability
depends on U.S.-led global economic growth, Kleinfeld nevertheless lobbies for the
Waxman-Markey cap-and-tax bill that will make energy needlessly expensive, sabotage
economic recovery, and hamstring future economic expansion — all while doing nothing
positive for the environment.

Sources: (1) “Aluminum maker Alcoa announces 15,000 job losses and cuts in output,” Zhe Guardian, January 7,2009; (2) Media re-
lease, Alcoa.com, February 16, 2009.
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